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Governor and began to torture him. This
was stopped on the arrival of Garcia de Lerma,
and Vadillo was sent to be tried in Spain. But
his ship was wrecked, and the cruel wretch was
drowned.

The new Governor improved the state of affairs,
built houses and a church, and a masonry house
for himself. He caused several raids to be made
into the mountains in search of provisions and
gold. But his chief service was the dispatch of
expeditions to explore the Magdalena. He em-
ployed a Portuguese, named Melo, who went as far
as Malambo, and on his return submitted a plan
for further exploration, but he died. Another
party, with boats, got up the river as far as the
junction with the Cauca, and then went up the
Cauca for some distance. But they suffered so
much from insects and the heat that they returned
to Santa Martha in 1532. They found that Lerma
was dead, and the Oidor Infante was in temporary
charge. Reportimientos of natives had been granted
to various adventurers whose only thought was
plunder, and every sort of outrage was being com-
mitted, totally regardless of the humane orders
and instructions of the Spanish Government.
Thus a settlement was established at Santa Martha,